The observation that discourse is more than a mere sequence of utterances or sentences amounts to a truism. But what follows from this? In what way does the "value added" arise when segments of discourse are juxtaposed -how does hierarchical structure originate from a linearized discourse?
then look at the ramifications that the set of all coreference links in a text has for its structure.
Fourth, we investigate the structure resulting from establishing coherence relations (e.g., Cause, Contrast) among adjacent text segments. The term "discourse parsing" is often used for the task of identifying such relations (by exploiting more or less explicit linguistic signals) and building tree structures that reflect the semantic or pragmatic scaffolding of a (portion of) text.
Thus emerges a picture of a text as a series of different, yet related, layers of analysis. The final part of the tutorial addresses the issue of inter-connections between these levels. As a tool for accessing such multi-layered text corpora, we will see how the (open-source) ANNIS2 database allows for querying the data across different layers, and for visualizing different structural layers in appropriate ways. his research focus towards problems of discourse structure and its role in various applications of text understanding. For discourse structure, his work centered on coherence relations and associated structural descriptions of text, and on the linguistic signals of such relations, especially connectives. From the early 2000s on, he developed the Potsdam Commentary Corpus as an example of (German) texts analyzed simultaneously on multiple levels, including sentential syntax, coreference, and rhetorical structure; in parallel, the technical infrastructure of a database for querying and visualizing multi-layer corpora was developed. In recent years, more analysis levels have been added to the corpus (e.g., content zones, connectives and their arguments). As for applications, Manfred worked on text summarization and various tasks of information extraction; more recently, his focus has been on issues of subjectivity and sentiment analysis.
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